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Mr. McCarran, from the Committee on the Judiciary, submitted the 
following 


REPORT 
[To accompany S. 1855] 


The Committee on the Judiciary, to which was referred the bill 
(S. 1855) for the relief of Joachim Volk, also known as Steven Craig 
Delano, having considered the same, reports favorably thereon without 
amendment and recommends that the bill do pass. 


PURPOSE OF THE BILL 


The purpose of the bill is to provide for the admission into the United 
. can ae ; : 
States of the minor adopted son of citizens of the United States. The 
child would be considered to be a nonquota immigrant which is the 
status normally enjoyed by the alien minor children of United States 
citizens. 
STATEMENT OF FACTS 


The beneficiary of the bill was born on July 15, 1950 in Germany 
and is the son of a German girl and an American soldier. The child 
was adopted by Warrant Officer and Mrs. Norman Delano who are 
United States citizens. Warrant Officer Delano is stationed at the 
Mannheim Ordnance Depot; Mannheim, Germany. 

A letter dated December 28, 1951, to the chairman of the Senate 
Committee on the Judiciary from the Deputy Attorney General with 
reference to the case reads as follows: 
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DEcEMBER 28, 1951. 
Hon. Pat McCarran, 
Chairman, Committee on the Judiciary, 
United States Senate, Washington, D. C. 

My Dear Senator: This is in response to your request for the views of the 
Department of Justice relative to the bill (S, 1855) for the relief of Joachim Volk, 
also‘known as Steven Craig Delano, an alien. 

The bill would provide that, solely for the purposes of sections 4 (a) and 9 of 
the Immigration Act of 1924, Joachim Volk, also known as Steven Craig Delano, 
shall be considered the alien natural-born child of Warrant Officer (jg) and Mrs. 
Norman Delano, citizens of the United States. 

The files of the Immigration and Naturalization Service of this Department 
disclose that the alien was born on July 15, 1950, at Heidelberg, Germany, and is 
the son of a German girl and an Amerigan soldier. The adoptive father, Warrant 
Officer Norman Delano stated that he was born on May 28, 1918, at Rumford, 
Maine, and that his wife, Patricia, nee French, was born on May 22, 1917, at 
Brooklyn, N. Y. Warrant Officer Delano is presently serving in the United 
States Army and is stationed at the Mannheim Ordnance Depot, Mannheim, 
German. The alien resides with them. 

The alien is chargeable to the quota of Germany which is oversubscribed and 
an immigration visa is not readily obtainable. Under the present immigration 
laws, adoption of an alien by a citizen of the United States confers on the alien no 
right to a preference in the issuance of an immigration visa. In the absence of 
special legislation, the alien will be unable to enter the United States for per- 
manent residence in the near future. 

Whether under the circumstances in this case the general provisions of the 
immigration laws should be waived presents a question of legislative policy con- 
cerning which this Department prefers not to make any recommendation. 

Sincerely, 
A. Devirr VANECH, 
Deputy Attorney General. 


Senator Margaret Chase Smith, the author of the bill, has submitted 
the following information in connection with the case: 


SEVENTIETH ORDNANCE Deport Suppty Co., 
APO 403-A, care of Postmaster New York, N. Y., July 4, 1951. 
Hon. MARGARET CHASE Situ, 
United States Senate, Washington 25, D. C. 


Dear Senator.Smitu: Attached hereto is certified true copy of letter to adop- 
tion review board from'the American consulate general in Stuttgart, Germany, 
relative to my bringing my adopted son back to the United States. 

Steven has been registered on the German-quota waiting list as advised by the 
consulate but as my 4-year tour of duty in Germany ends in November of this 
year, it is not likely that he will be eligible to leave. He has also had an assurance 
form filed for him with the Displaced Persons Commission in Frankfurt, Germany, 
but we were subsequently advised that he was born 15 days too late for consid- 
eration under this bill. 

My wife and I took Steven from a German children’s home on April 16, 1951 
and immediately started adoption proceedings. He is the son of an American 
soldier and a German girl who signed him over to the German court for adoption. 
The adoption contract has been signed and we are awaiting the consent of the 
American authorities before the German court legally awards him to us. Our 
attorney is now in the process of obtaining a new birth certificate for him in his 
new name so that he will be spared the embarrassment of being branded illegit- 
imate. 

I was born in Rumford, Maine, May 28, 1918, and have lived most of my life 
in Bridgton, Maine. I enlisted in the Army in September 1940, was ordered to 
Panama in October 1940, returning to the States in November 1944 with the rank 
of warrant officer, junior grade. 

We love Steven and cannot give himup. Anything, which is within your power 
and willingness to do, to help us bring our son home will always be gratefully 
remembered. 

Sincerely yours, 


NorMAN DELANO. 





JOACHIM VOLK, ALSO KNOWN AS STEVEN CRAIG DELANO 3 


AMERICAN CONSULATE GENERAL, 
Stuttgart, Germany, June 25, 1961. 
ApoptTion Review Boarp, 
Legal. Division, U. S. HICOG, 
13 Olgastrasse, Stutigart. 
To Whom It May Concern: 


Warrant Officer (jg) Norman Delano and Mrs. Delano have advised this office 
of their intention to adopt the child, Joachim Volk (to be renamed Steven Craig 
Delano), born in Germany on July 15, 1950. Current immigration regulations 
governing the necessity for a visa for the child for entrance into the United States 
have been discussed with Mr. and Mrs. Delano and they have advised this office 
that they understand those regulations thoroughly. 

Because this child was not born on or before June 30, 1950, he is ineligible to 
receive consideration under section 2 (f) of the Displaced Persons Act of 1948, as 
amended. 

It is noted that the child is not registered on the German-quota waiting list, but 
Mr. and Mrs. Delano have stated that they will submit registration application 
for him within the next few days. Even though the child is registered this month, 
it will have such a late date of registration, an extended delay must be anticipated 
before further consideration may be given his application. 

Myron H. Scuravp, 
American Consul 
(For the Consul). 


The committee, after consideration of all the facts in the case, is of 
the opinion that the bill (S. 1855) should be enacted. 


O 





